
I~O~~ I RO,\I ERO 
~1I"()R1TY LEADER 

,1 \'I.'TH DI,TRICT UTAH STATE SENATE 
1:OST,\TE C,\P1TOL · 1'0 110 \ I~.~II~ · SALTLMa':Crn L:TA H H~1l4 

lUll ~l8·IOl~ • ",.. .... u(3b"'n~lc<>'J; 

!\lIgustI9.201 1 

Federal Communicat ions Commiss ion 
c/o Marlene Dortch, Secrctary 
445 12!h Slree!. SW 
Wash ington , D,C, 20554 

Dear Chairman Genachowski and Commissioners: 

Rc: WT 11-65 

11~ClS, 14CHlE 
SALT LA KE CITY, UT 8410~ 

(W ) 801·4~~·2211 
(~1l801 j6'·H~1 

(f) 801·.ll6·14-1, 
"om<,OIo! ""h«n>«,o'l 

As Minority Leader in the Utah State Senatc, I am writ ing to ask that the COlllmission approve the 
proposed merger of AT&T with T-Mobilc. Having considered the matter, it is my opinion that th is 
merger would expand and improve wireless broadband in large a reas o f Utah, and thus would be a 
boon for business, education and di stance lea rning, government serv ices, and tclemedicine for our 
citizens. 

Mueh of our pop ul ation resides here along the Wasatch Front. My understanding is that the merger 
wou ld almost immediate ly crea te network capacity c ffici encies that would improve both voice and 
data services in Utah 's more populous areas. Morc important is the fact thai lllany of our 
communities in more sparse ly populated areas would then benefit from AT&T's commitment to 
expand the state's 4G service areas to cover a far greater proportion of Ollr ci ti zenry than is now 
served. 

It is clear from media reports that "smartphoncs·' and tablets such as the iPad arc the fastest growing 
segment of the data transmission market. That means the neecJ for more spectrum bandwidth is 
becoming more critica l pract ically by the day. Even here, along the Wasatch corridor, we are seeing 
the networks overwhelmed at times. I believe the merger wou ld indeed relieve at least some of that 
congestion, while creating new opportunities for the rest of the sta te. It is clea r that, when it comes 
to broadband capac ity, to stand still is to fall behind. We cannot afford to fa ll behind. 

President Obama has set the goal of ex tendi ng broadband to 98% of Amcrica·s population. I endorse 
thi s goal. but fear that government resources will not be su ffi cient to reach it anytime soon. If the 
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merger is hand led correctly and allowed to move fo rwa rd, it appears we can achieve the substance 
of Ihis goal wi thout the need for taxpayer doiiars. 

I appreciate the need fo r the Commission to perform its due diligence, and I support th is effort. But 
I hope at the end of the day, the merger will be seen as a step fo rward for all of us. 
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Yours in service, 

Senator Ross I. Romero 
Senate Minority Leader 


